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DISCOVERY! MAGAZINE
 - Complete step-by-step directions for tons of fun 
and educational activities, lesson plans, and more 
related to a new and exciting monthly theme.

Every month Green Kid Crafts subscribers get an exclusive, award-winning magazine to download (a 
$5.95 value!). Each Discovery! Magazine is designed by early education experts around a new and excit-
ing theme intended to teach kids about nature as they have fun, flex their creativity, and build confi-
dence through innovative, open-ended projects, puzzles, games, reading lists, and more!

   AUGUST ISSUE #15               
AROUND THE WORLD

Our Around the World Discovery! Magazine is all about 3 
amazing places: Guatemala, China, and Australia. Travel 
with us as we journey Around the World to learn all about 
these interesting cultures. 
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Guatemala

ABOUT GUATEMALA
Guatemala is a country of volcanoes, 
mountains, and beaches on the Pacific 
Ocean and the Caribbean Sea. From the 
Cuchamatán  Mountains in the western 
highlands, to the coastlines on the Ca-
ribbean Sea and the Pacific Ocean, this 
small country is marked by contrasts. 
Three of Guatemala’s 30 volcanoes are 
still active!

NATURE
Guatemala is home to 19 different eco-
systems, ranging from the mangrove 
forests on the coasts, to the pine for-
ests of the mountainous interior, to the 
cloud forests at higher altitudes and 
to the sub-tropical jungle at lower al-
titudes. These ecosystems include 250 
species of mammals, 600 species of birds, and 200 species of reptiles and am-
phibians, many species of butterflies and other insects, and more than 8,000 
species of plants!
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Guatemalen Tarantula

Join the over 1 million 
people who follow our 

Pinterest boards!
          _______________
pinterest.com/greenkidcrafts

SUPPLY LIST
- white card stock
- black paint
- googly eyes
- scissors
- glue

INSTRUCTIONS

Step 1:  Cover your hands with black paint 
and put them palm to palm on the card 
stock.

Step 2:  Once your handprints are dry, cut 
the whole set of prints out in one piece.

Step 3:  Glue eyes onto the spider.

Step 4:  Bend up the legs of the spider a bit 
and your Guatemalan tarantula is done!

 1.

 2.

 3.

 4.

TARANTULA FUN FACTS 

• They can live up to 35 years.
• They can grow up to 11 inches.
• They belong to a kind of inverte-

brates called arthropods which 
make up 75% of the animals in the 
world.

• As many of us know, they are ven-
omous spiders. They use their 
venom to pre-digest their victim’s 
tissue so it’s easier to eat.



COLORING PAGE!

I’m a Quetzal and I live in Guatemala, 
Honduras, and Panama



SUPPLY LIST
- paint, bottle caps, scissors, cardboard, construction paper, and 
glue

INSTRUCTIONS
Step 1:  Trace an oblong oval onto the cardboard and cut it out.
Step 2:  Paint the oval green. Add some different-colored dots 
and stripes.
Step 3:  Bend the clic clack in half. Line up the bottle caps so 
they hit when the mouth is shut. Glue them in place.
Step 4:  Cut out triangles from the paper (3) and glue onto the 
clic clack.
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Guatemalan Clic Clack
 1.

 2.

 3.

 4.



COLORING PAGE!

Guatemala is located in Central America at the southern tip of Mexico between the Ca-
ribbean Sea and the Pacific Ocean. Guatemala is slightly smaller than that of the state 
of Tennessee. Belize, Honduras, El Salvador, and Mexico all share land boundaries with 
Guatemala.
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Little Quezal is lost! Help it find its way 
home its tree. 
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Australia 

ABOUT AUSTRALIA
Australia is the only country in 
the world that covers an entire 
continent! It is one of the largest 
countries on Earth. Although it is 
rich in natural resources and has 
a lot of fertile land, more than 
one-third of Australia is desert.

NATURE
Australia’s ecosystem is an un-
usual one because of its remote 
location. As a result, there are 
many animal species that oc-
cur there and nowhere else in 
the world, such as the platypus, 
kangaroo, echidna, and koala. 
Australia has 516 national parks 
to protect its unique plants and 
animals.  



GreenKidCrafts.com

Australian Didgeridoo

SUPPLY LIST

- two paper towel rolls
- markers or crayons
- scissors
- white paper

INSTRUCTIONS

Step 1:  Tape the two paper towel rolls together.  Then 
begin decorating the paper with markers or crayons us-
ing shapes, curly lines, and bright colors.

Step 2:  Wrap the decorated paper around the paper 
towels rolls. Tape down.

 1.

 2.

 3.

 4.

DIDGERIDOO FUN FACTS!

• The didgeridoo is possibly the world’s oldest musical 
instrument.

• The didgeridoo is a wind instrument.
• The didgeridoo is made from limbs and tree trunks 

hollowed out by termites and other insects.
• The didgeridoo is traditionally cleaned out with hot 

coals.
• The didgeridoo was used as an accompaniment to 

chants and songs.



COLORING PAGE!
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Learning about Kangaroos

ABOUT KANGAROOS
Kangaroos are one of Australia’s most loved animals. They are not often 
seen in the city outside of animal parks and usually live in the Australian out-
back.

While they look very cute, even graceful when they are jumping, they can 
also be dangerous. Kangaroos are very strong and occasionally aggressive. 
They are considered endangered although their numbers have increased in 
recent years.

6 facts about Kangaroos

1. There are more than 60 different species of Kangaroo.
2. Kangaroos are mostly nocturnal - they are usually seen at dawn and dusk.
3. A baby Kangaroo is called a Joey and lives in its mothers pouch until it is be-
tween 7 and 8 months old.

4. A newborn kangaroo has no eyes or ears - these develop later when it is in the 
mothers pouch.
5. A group of Kangaroos is known as a mob.
6. Kangaroos use their tails to balance.



Australia Dot Painting

SUPPLY LIST
- paint
- paint brushes
- black paper
- pencil

INSTRUCTIONS
Step 1:  Trace one hand on the black paper.

Step 2:  Pick three colors of paint for the inside 
of the hand. One of those colors is to outline the 
handprint. Use the back of the paint brush to make 
the dots.

Step 3:  Fill in the hand with the remaining two col-
ors.

Step 4:  draw designs (zig zags, hearts, swirls) with 
pencil on the background of the paper.

Step 5:  Pick two different colors. Use one to dot 
the designs.

 1.

 2.

 3.

 4.

Find more more DIY 
ideas on Facebook!          

_______________

facebook.com/greenkidcrafts
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China

ABOUT CHINA
China is a large country 
with widely varying land-
scapes. Its territory in-
cludes mountains, high 
plateaus, sandy deserts, 
and dense forests. One-
third of China’s land area is 
made up of mountains. The 
tallest mountain on Earth, 
Mount Everest, sits on the 
border between China and 
Nepal. 

NATURE
China’s diverse habitats are home to hundreds of species of animals and 
plants. More than 3,800 species of fish and hundreds of amphibians and rep-
tile species live in the rivers, lakes, and coastal waters. China’s forest wildlife is 
threatened by logging and clear-cutting (clearing the land of all trees) for farm-
land. Expanding deserts in the north also shrink animal habitats. The Chinese 
government has created more than 1,200 reserves to protect plant and animal 
species.
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Chinese Spin Drum

SUPPLY LIST
- paper plates (2)
- colored construction paper
- beads
- ribbon or yarn
- glue
- popsicle stick
- glitter
- hole punch

INSTRUCTIONS
Step 1: Glue the popsicle stick to the inside of one of 
the paper plates.
Step 2:  Glue the two paper plates together. 
Step 3:  Cut a circle out of the construction paper. Or, 
have kids decorate the plates with a marker.
Step 4:  Glue paper to the paper plate.
Step 5: Next, try and duplicate Chinese characters 
with glitter glue.
Step 6:  Poke a hole through each side and tie beads 
on.

 1.

 2.

 3.

 4.
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Chinese Dragon I

SUPPLY LIST
- egg carton, googly eyes, pom poms (2), paint, ribbon, 
red felt or construction paper, glue

INSTRUCTIONS
Step 1. Cut apart the egg carton for the dragon’s body.

Step 2: Paint the top and sides of the body pieces. Paint 
the inside of one piece black for the mouth. 

Step 3: Trace and cut out a dragon-like tongue. Glue it 
to the inside of the black mouth. Also, glue the googly 
eyes to the two pom poms and then glue the pom pom 
eyes to top of the dragon’s head.

Step 4: Paint circles on the body.

Step 5:  Poke holes into the dragon’s body pieces and 
thread ribbing through them. We added bells for extra 
fun! 

 1.

 2.

 3.

 4.
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Chinese Dragon II

SUPPLY LIST
- construction paper, tape, markers, feathers, glue

INSTRUCTIONS
Step 1. Cut the paper into strips and use tape to make a paper chain.
Step 2. Cut an oval shape and fold in half for the head. Cut a jagged strip 
of paper for the teeth and glue or tape on. Draw on eyes. Glue onto one 
end of your dragon.
Step 3. Cut a long piece of paper for the tongue. Glue on feathers to the 
dragon’s body and then display by taping it to a wall!

FUN FACTS!

Dragons are an important part of 
many Chinese festivals, including 
Chinese New Year. In ancient China, 
dragons did not breathe fire. Dragons 
were wise and caring. They guarded 
the wind, the rain, and the rivers. 
Legend says that the farther dragons 
travel from their home in China, the 
more toes they lose! Fortunately, 
when wandering dragons return 
home to China, all their missing toes 
grow back. 
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Reading List!

Books about Guatemala

Guatemala ABCs: Marcia Aboff

The alphabet format of the books allows in-
clusion of unrelated facts about Guatemala in 
brief text supplemented by a FAST FACT feature 
for many letters, which amplifies the basic in-
formation.

Abuela’s Weave: Omar Castaneda

A Parent’s Choice Award honoree, this story 
about the importance of family pride and per-
sonal endurance introduces children to the 
culture of Guatemala through the eyes of little 
Esperanza, who works with her abuela--her 
grandmother--on weavings to sell at the public 
market. Full color throughout.



Books about Australia

A book about China

Over in Australia: Marianne Berkee

In this fun book, baby wallabies learn to hop, brol-
gas learn to dance, and emus learn to zig-zag and 
children will want to hop, dance, and zig-zag right 
along with the amazing animals of Australia. 

Diary of a Wombat: Jackie French

Critics hailed DIARY OF A WOMBAT as “hilarious…
adorable!” “Laugh out loud!” Young readers every-
where will be begging for one to move in under 
their house after they meet this adorable wombat!

Chinese Children’s Favorite Stories: Mingmei Yip

This volume of beloved Chinese stories contains a 
delightful selection from the rich store of Chinese 
folklore and legend. Discover the many delightful 
animal characters as well as Chang-E, the famous 
Eight Immortals, and Guan Yin, goddess of compas-
sion. Retold for an international audience.
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GREEN KID CHALLENGE

Don’t let the fun stop here!  Each month you’ll gve 
invitited to take on a new challenge that will help 

to make the planet a better place. 

Here is this month’s Challenge: 
What can you do to reuse a cardboard box? Have your 
parents take a photo of a way your family has reused 
a box, upload the photo at Facebook.com/green-
kidcrafts and we’ll send you a free adhesive Planet 
Protector Badge (at right). You’ll be entered to win a 
Superhero Cape and Mask Set, too (at right)!

Also, don’t forget to visit 
greenkidcrafts.com to check 
out our Birthday Activities and 
Party Favors, Discovery Boxes, 
and Travel Creativity Kits!
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sharing, distribution, or replicating violates the copyright and can warrant legal action. 
Please contact Green Kid Crafts at care@greenkidcrafts.com if you have any questions 
regarding the use of this material. 


